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Secure in the possession of Lisbon, and
with his communications guarded by the co-operation of
the English fleet, he designed to wear down French resist-
ance. Having chosen favourable defensive positions, he
would encourage the French to waste themselves in hope-
less attack: in his guerilla warfare even victory would
advantage the French little, for as soon as one force had
been beaten, another would spring up to take its place. He
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put heart and confidence into the Spanish people. In 1809
he defeated the French under Marshal Soult at Oporto and
obliged them to retreat: he then inflicted a second"3eleat on
the enemy at Talavera^. Before a force of superior numbers
he was obliged to retreat to Badajoz. Next year, Wellesiey,
now Lord Wellington, was able to check Massena and a
French army at Busaco: then, having retreated into the
impregnable lines of Torres Vedras, he led the French to
exhaust themselves by a month of weary and fruitless
attacks. In 1812, Wellington took Ciudad Rodrigo and